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Madam High Commissioner,  

The 286 undersigning organisations wish to draw your attention to the latest crackdown 

witnessed in the occupied territories of Western Sahara targeting Saharawi human rights 

defenders advocating for the right to self-determination for the people of Western Sahara. 

The undersigned organizations urge you to take urgent public action to denounce the 

latest crackdown witnessed in the occupied territory of Western Sahara. 

The Moroccan government’s crackdown on Sahrawi human rights defenders relates to a series 

of events that have taken place in the early weeks of May 2021. The crackdown is believed to 

be closely linked to the resumption of hostilities between the POLISARIO Front and the 

Kingdom of Morocco, the situation of Sultana Khaya and her family including the mother (84 

years old) and the kids (the youngest is Idrisse Khaya 2 years old), who has remained under 

house arrest since November 2020, accompanied with daily harassments, torture and attacks 

on their houseand to a campaign launched by the recently created organization Saharawi 

Organ against Moroccan Occupation (ISACOM), inspired by Sultana's months-long 

resistance, called "My flag is on my rooftop". 

Since early May, Moroccan agents have laid siege to, raided and rampaged through homes, 

beaten and tortured activists, raped two of the female human rights defenders, shut off 

electricity and water, hurled noxious substances into houses, kept activists from leaving their 

homes and prohibited them from having visits, prevented access to food, medicine and 

medical treatment for injuries caused by the authorities, issued death threats against them and 

family members, and carried out defamation campaigns, often in ways that incite hatred and 

encourage violence against them. 

The latest developments are alarming and we fear that the situation will escalate if the 

international community fails to denounce the situation and to hold the Kingdom of Morocco 

to account for its gross violations of human rights and humanitarian law. We believe that by 

carrying out a systematic campaign of harassment and terror against nonviolent Saharawi 

activists, including the use of rape and sexual violence as a weapon, the Kingdom of Morocco 

is attempting to shut down protests in Western Sahara and silence the voice of the Sahrawi 

people. 

The situation of Saharawi human rights defender Sultana Khaya and her family is 

particularly extreme. Since 19 of November 2020, Khaya and some of her family members 

have been held under arbitrary house arrest and subjected to severe physical and 

psychological violence -- much of it directed towards the two sisters, Sultana and Laura 

Khaya. For six months the home has been surrounded by military and police agents and 

vehicles, who have prevented Sultana from advancing more than a block from the entrance -- 

often physically carrying her and her sister back into the house -- and stopped and beaten 

numerous Sahrawis, including family, friends and supporters, who try to visit. 
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The situation has been documented by among others Human Rights Watch
1
, Amnesty 

International
2
 and Front Line Defenders

3
. 

On 10 May and again on 12 May, the situation escalated when dozens of hooded agents broke 

into the Khaya home before dawn, as the family slept. In the first raid they rampaged through 

the home and arrested Babuizid Mohammed Saaed Labhi (President of the Collective of the 

Saharawi Human Rights Defenders – CODESA), Salek Baber and Khaled Boufraya who 

were living there to support the family. Moroccan agents beat two family members, destroyed 

furniture and other objects and stole documents, money, computers and other valuables. The 

three arrested activists were tortured for hours, driven to a remote part of the desert and 

dumped there, many kilometres from Boujdour and El Aaiún. 

In the second raid of 12 May, the police raiding the home raped Sultana and Laura with sticks 

and poles, assaulted their brother and poured a foul-smelling, noxious liquid all over the 

house, furniture and clothes making the home almost uninhabitable. Audio of the assault was 

secretly recorded by the family, later published by Nushatta Foundation, and videos taken 

moments afterwards show the terror and the destruction the raid left behind, later reported 

also by Democracy Now. Now, both sisters fear that if the international community does not 

act quickly the Moroccan police will carry out their death threats or yet again use rape as a 

weapon of terror against them, targeting them as female human rights defenders. The latest 

raids have been denounced by amongst other Front Line Defenders and Sultana´s 

international defense team
4
.  

Prominent Saharawi activist Mina Baali, a founding member of ISACOM, has also been 

under house arrest since the 8 May. On the 9 May, after a peaceful rooftop protest in which 

Baali exhibited the banned Sahrawi flag, over 50 masked Moroccan agents raided her home, 

tortured her and a friend, destroyed belongings and stole electronic equipment, money and 

food, and shut off the electricity, all in front of her 12-year-old son, whom police threatened 

on subsequent days. Moroccan agents again raided on 12 May when she was under house 

arrest with her young son, and agents physically and verbally assaulted her and stole her 

Sahrawi flags and other items. 

In a related incident and due to her support to Mina Baali, Saharawi journalist Salha 

Boutinguiza also had her family home raided by the Moroccan occupation forces, who 

sabotaged the electricity meter and cut off energy to the house, where she lives with her sick, 

elderly parents. Lahcen Dalil, member of ISACOM, was also assaulted when he went to visit 

his friend and colleague Mina Baali after the first raid. About ten Moroccan police officers 

entered the house and tortured Dalil before they took him to the outskirts of the city of El 

Aaiun, where they continued to torture him. After hours, they left him lying barefoot and he 

was forced to walk back to the city. Two other ISACOM members, Laaroussi Taglabout and 

Ambairkat Abdelkrem, were also beaten by around 40 agents on 10 May when they tried to 

visit Mina Baali's house after the raid. Also on 10 May, Moroccan agents physically assaulted 

and sexually harassed ISACOM member and prominent Saharawi activist Elghalia Djimi 

when she was attempting to visit Mina Baali. 

  

                                                      
1 https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/05/western-sahara-harassment-independence-activist 
2 https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE2938152021ENGLISH.pdf 
3 https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/woman-human-rights-defender-sultana-khaya-was-sexually-assaulted 
4
 https:// mailchi.mp/41e6821eebce/moroccowestern-sahara-jared-genser-joins-defense-for-sahrawi-activist-sultana-khaya-

condemns-torture-and-sexual-assault-

8673765?e=ccc7334931&fbclid=IwAR1qdPUgqyB6eWIlgkmctY0gn7Abviug8cUAGKcgWs6sfmvwS37IzMPlVmE 
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On 8 May, Moroccan police officers arbitrarily attacked the Saharawi human rights defender 

Hassanna Abba while walking home from visiting his brother. They insulted him and hit him 

in the head, feet and hands before leaving him in street in a state of shock. He was later 

treated by his relatives for fear of being arrested had he gone to the hospital. Such arbitrary 

violence was also documented against Saharawi activists Hammad Hammad on 9 May, 

when police attacked him while he was visiting a colleague. Moroccan agents dragged him 

from the house, beat and insulted him and informed him that he could not visit anyone or 

receive any visits without police permission. 

The recent crackdown marks an intense and highly concerning escalation in Moroccan 

authorities’ maltreatment and abuse of Saharawi human rights defenders, accompanying the 

deteriorating human rights situation in occupied Western Sahara ever since the end of the 

ceasefire on 13 November 2020. The widespread crackdown has been closely monitored by 

Human Rights Watch
5
, Amnesty International and Front Line Defenders

6
, which have 

documented the intensification of reprisals against Saharawi human rights defenders by the 

Moroccan security forces. According to ACAT
7
, the level of violence and repression currently 

witnessed is similar to the repression witnessed following the Saharawi Intifada of 2005 and 

following the violent dismantlement of the Gdeim Izik camp in 2010. 

We look forward to your statement and further action in the face of the currently aggravated 

persecution of Saharawi activists and human rights defenders. In the meantime, please accept, 

Madam High-Commissioner, the expression of our highest consideration. 

 

Contacts: 

Mr. Gianfranco Fattorini Ms. Tone Sørfonn Moe 

Asociación Americana de Juristas (AAJ) The Norwegian Support Committee for 

Western Sahara 

fgf.aaj@outlook.com tone@vest-sahara.no 

  

                                                      
5 https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/18/western-sahara-morocco-cracks-down-activists 
6 https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/statement-report/western-sahara-ongoing-harassment-and-intimidation-against-

sahrawi-human-rights 
7 https://www.acatfrance.fr/appel-urgent/le-defenseur-hassan-abba-agresse-par-la-police-marocaine 
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SIGNATORIES: 

 

ACAT-France, Acció Solidària amb el Sàhara, Acción Solidaria Aragonesa (ASA), African Law 

Foundation (AFRILAW), Afrika Netzwerk Bremen e.V., Agrupación Chilena de Ex Presos poíticos, 

Amigos por un Sahara Libre, ARCI Città Visibili, A.R.S.P.S. - Rio de Oro, Asocición ALOUDA de 

Amigos del pueblo saharaui de Altoaragón, Asociación Amal Centro Andalucía, Asociación Amal 

Nanclares, Asociación Americana de Juristas (AAJ)*, Asociación Amigos del Pueblo Saharaui del 

Campo de Gibraltar (FANDAS), Asociación Amigos del Pueblo Saharaui de Toledo, Asociación de 

Amigos y Amigas de la R.A.S.D. de Álava, Asociación de Amistad con el Pueblo Saharaui de 

Albacete, Asociación de Amistad con el Pueblo Saharaui de Sevilla, Asociación de Apoyo al Pueblo 

Saharaui de Jaén, Asociación ARDI HURRA, Asociación Asturiana de Solidaridad con el Pueblo 

Saharaui, Asociación Awlad El Mezna Murcia, Asociación Baha Malaga, Asociación Banat Saguia y 

Wad Dahab, Asociación Canaria de Amistad con el Pueblo Saharaui (ACAPS), Asociación Canaria de 

Solidaridad con el Pueblo Saharaui, Asociación Chilena de Amistad con la República Arabe Saharaui 

Democrática, Asociación Colombiana de Amistad con el Pueblo Saharaui, Asociación de la 

Comunidad Saharaui en Argon (ACSA), Asociación Concordia Tenerife, Asociación Convsol 

Amurrio, Asociación Cultural Peruano Saharaui, Asociación de Discapacitados Saharauis, Asociación 

Doctora Beituha, Asociación Ecuatoriana de Amistad con el Pueblo Saharaui (AEAPS), Asociación 

Enour, Asociación Española para el Derecho Internacional de los Derechos Humanos (AEDIDH)*, 

Asociación de Familiares de Presos y Desaparecidos Saharauis (AFAPREDESA), Asociación por la 

Justicia y los Derechos Humanos, Asociación de Médicos Saharaui en España, Asociación Mexicana 

de Amistad con la República Árabe Saharaui A.C. (AMARAS), Asociación Navarra de Amigos y 

Amigas de la R.A.S.D. (ANARASD), Asociación Navarra de Amigos y Amigas del Sahara (ANAS), 

Asociación Panameña Solidaria con la Causa saharaui (APASOCASA), Asociación Pro Derechos 

Humanos de España (APDHE), Asociación Profesional de Abogados Saharauis en España (APRASE), 

Asociación por la Protección de los Presos Saharaui en las Cárceles Marroquí, Asociación Rimal 

Sáhara-Tormes, Asociación Riojana de Amigos de la R.A.S.D., Asociación Sahara Euskadi Vitoria, 

Asociación Sahara Gasteiz Vitoria, Asociación Sahara Ihsan, Asociación Saharaui contra la Tortura, 

Asociación Saharaui de Control de los Recursos naturales y la Protección del Medio Ambiente, 

Asociación Saharaui para la Protección de los Derechos Humanos y los Recursos naturales, 

Asociación Saharaui para la Protección y Difusión del Patrimonio cultural Saharaui, Asociación de 

Saharauis en Alicante, Asociación de Saharauis en Ávila, Asociación de Saharauis en Bal, Asociación 

de Saharauis en Fuerteventura, Asociación de Saharauis en Grenada, Asociación de Saharauis en Jerez 

de la Frontera, Asociación de Saharauis en Lebrija, Asociación de Saharauis en Tenerife, Asociación 

de Saharauis en Valdepeñas, Asociación Sidemu Mojtar Estepona, Asociación Tawasol Lludio, 

Asociación Um Draiga de Zaragoza, Asociación Venezolana de Solidaridad con el Sáhara 

(ASOVESSA), Asociación de Víctimas de Minas (ASAVIM), Asociación de Zamur Valencia, 

Associação Amigos e Solidaridade ao Povo Saharaui (ASAHARA), Associació d’Amics del Poble 

Sahrauí de les Iles Balears, Association des Amis de la RASD (France), Association de la 

Communauté Sahraouie en France, Association pour la Conservation de l'Environnement, Association 

Culture Sahara, Association culturelle Sahraouie en France, Association des Femmes Sahraouies en 

France, Association Française d'Amitié et de Solidarité avec les Peuples d'Afrique (AFASPA), 

Association of Humanitarian Lawyers, Association Mauritanienne pour la Promotion du Droit*, 

Association Mauritanienne pour la Transparence et le Développement – ATED*, Association for the 

Monitoring of Resources and for the Protection of the Environment in Western Sahara 

(AMRPENWS), Association Nationale des Echanges entre Jeunes (ANEJ)*, Association pour un 

Référendum libre et régulier au Sahara occidental (ARSO), Association Sahara Matinba Bruxelles, 

Association Sahraouie des Victimes des Violations Graves des Droits de l’Homme Commises par 

l’Etat Marocain (ASVDH), Association des Sahraouis en Belgique, Association des Sahraouis de 

Bordeaux, Association des Sahraouis du Centre de la France, Association des Sahraouis de Les 

Mureaux, Association des Sahraouis de Mantes-la-Jolie, Association des Sahraouis de Montauban, 

Association des Sahraouis de Perigueux, Association de Solidarité avec le Peuple Sahraoui (ASPS), 

Association de la Vie Maghrébine pour la Solidarité et le Développement (AVMSD), Associazione 

bambini senza confini, Associazione Jaima Sahrawi per una soluzione giusta e non violenta nel Sahara 

Occ., Associazione Nazionale di Solidarietà con il Popolo Saharaui, Associazione di solidarietà con il 

Popolo Saharawi Kabara Lagdaf, Australia Western Sahara Association (AWSA), Bentili Media 

Center, Bremer Informationszentrum für Menschenrechte und Entwicklung (biz), Bureau International 

pour le Respect des Droits Humains au Sahara occidental (BIRDHSO), Campaña Saharaui para la 

sensibilisación sobre el peligro de Minas (SCBL), Cantabria por el Sáhara, Central Unitaria de 



Trabajadores de Chile, Centro Brasileiro de Solidaridad con los Pueblos y Lucha por la Paz, 

CEBRAPAZ, Centro de Documentación en Derechos Humanos “Segundo Montes Mozo S.J.” 

(CSMM), Centro Saharaui por la Salvaguardia de la Memoria, Colectivo Saharaui en Estepona, 

Colectivo Saharaui en Gipuzkoa, Colectivo Saharaui en Jaén, Colectivo Saharaui en Lanzarote, 

Comisión Ecuménica de Derechos Humanos de Ecuador (CEDHU), Comisión General Justicia y Paz, 

Comisión Media Independientes, Comisión Nacional de los Derechos Humanos de la República 

Dominicana (CNDH-RD), Comisión Nacional Saharaui por los Derechos Humanos (CONASADH), 

Comitato “Selma2.0”-odv, Comité d’Action et de Réflexion pour l’Avenir du Sahara Occidental, 

Comité de Amistad con el pueblo Saharaui – Argentina, Comité de Apoyo por el Plano de Paz y la 

Protección de los Recursos Naturales en el Sáhara Occidental, Comité Belge de soutien au Peuple 

Sahraoui, Comité de Defensa del Derecho de Autodeterminación (CODAPSO), Comité de Familiares 

de los 15 Jóvenes Secuestrados, Comité de Familiares de Mártires y Desaparecidos, Comité de 

Familiares de los Presos Políticos Saharauis, Comité de Jumelage et d'Echange Internationaux / 

Gonfreville l'Orcher, Comité de Protección de los Defensores Saharauis – Freedom Sun, Comité de 

Protección de los Recursos Naturales, Comité Saharaui de Defensa de Derechos Humanos (Glaimim), 

Comité Saharaui de Defensa de Derechos Humanos (Smara), Comité Saharaui de Defensa de 

Derechos Humanos (Zag), Comité Saharaui por el Monitereo de los Derechos Humanos (Assa), 

Comité de Solidaridad Oscar Romero, Comité Suisse de soutien au Peuple Sahraoui, Comité de 

Victimas de Agdaz y Magouna, Comunidad Saharaui en Aragón, Comunidad Saharaui en Asturias, 

Comunidad Saharaui en Balmaseda, Comunidad Saharaui en Cantabria, Comunidad Saharaui en 

Castilla y León, Comunidad Saharaui en Castilla la Mancha, Comunidad Saharaui en Catalunya, 

Comunidad Saharaui en Cordoba, Comunidad Saharaui en Jerez y Cadiz, Comunidad Saharaui en La 

Rioja, Comunidad Saharaui en Las Palmas, Comunidad Saharaui en Madrid, Comunidad Saharaui en 

Murcia, Comunidad Saharaui en Navarra, Coordinadora de Asociaciones de Solidaridad con el Pueblo 

Saharaui de la Provincia de Alicante, Coordinadora Estatal de Asociaciones Solidarias con el Sáhara 

(CEAS – Sáhara), Coordinadora de Gdeim Izik para un Movimiento Pacífico, Coordinadora de los 

Graduados Saharauis Desempleados, Coordinadora d´Organizacións No-Governamentals de 

Cooperaciò al Desenvolupament (CONGDIB), Coordinadora de las ONGs en Aaiún, Coordinadora 

Saharaui de Derechos Humanos de Tantan, Cultures of Resistence Network; December Twelfth 

Movement International Secretariat*, Der Elefant e.V., Diaspora Saharaui en Bizkaia Disabi, Emmaus 

Åland, Emmaus Stockholm, Equipe Média, European Association of Lawyers for Democracy and 

World Human Rights (ELDH), Federació ACAPS de Catalunya, Federació d’Associacions de 

Solidaritat amb el Poble Sahrauí del País Valencià, Federación Andaluza de Asociaciones Solidarias 

con el Sahara (FANDAS), Federación de Asociaciones de Amigos del Pueblo Saharaui de 

Extremadura (FEDESAEX), Federación de la Comunidad de Madrid de Asociaciones Solidarias con 

el Sahara (FEMAS Sahara), Federación Deportistas Saharauis en España, Federación Estatal de 

Instituciones Solidarias con el Pueblo Saharaui (FEDISSAH), Fédération sportive des Sahraouis en 

France, FEMAS – Madrid, Fondation Frantz Fanon, Forum Futuro de la Mujer Saharaui, Freehearts 

Africa Reach Out Foundation (FAROF)*, Freiheit für die Westsahara e.V., Fundación Constituyente 

XXI, Fundación Mundubat, Fundación Sahara Libre-Venezuela, Fundación Sahara occidental-

Portugal, Fundación Latinoamericana por los Derechos Humanos y el Desarrollo Social (Fundalatin)*, 

Giuristi Democratici, Global Aktion - People & Planet before profit, Global Monitoring Center, Grace 

Initiative Global, Group of International Legal Intervention of the Center of Research and Elaboration 

on Democracy (CRED-GIGI), Groupe Non Violence Active (NOVA SAHARA OCCIDENTAL), 

Grupo por la renuncia de la Nacionalidad Marroquí, Habitat International Coalition*, Haldane Society 

of Socialist Lawyers, Housing and Land Rights Network, Human & Environment e.V., Human Rights 

Defenders Solidarity Network Uganda, Ibsar Al Khair Association for the Disabled in Western Sahara, 

Indian Council of South America (CISA)*, International Association Against Torture (IAAT-AICT)*, 

International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL)*, International Educational Development, 

Inc.*, International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR)*, International Platform of Jurists for East 

Timor, Kabara Lagdaf, LESTIFTA - Amigos del Pueblo Saharaui de Teruel, Liberation*, Liga de 

Abogacia Saharaui en España, Liga de Defensa de los Presos Políticos Saharaui, Liga de Estudiantes 

Saharauis en España, Liga de Medicos Saharauis en España, Liga de Mujeres Saharauis en España, 

Liga Nacional dos Direitos Humanos, Liga de Periodistas Saharauis en España, Liga Saharaui de 

defensa de Derechos Humanos y Protección de RW-Bojador, Ligue des Jeunes et des Etudiants 

Sahraouis en France, Ligue pour la Protection des Prisonniers Sahraouis dans les prisons marocaines 

(LPPS), MAKSRA - Asociación de Amigos del Pueblo Saharaui de Segovia, Mouvement contre le 

racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples (MRAP)*, Movimiento Valenciano de Ayuda al Pueblo 

Saharaui, National Association of Democratic Lawyers (NADEL), National Lawyers Guild (U.S.), 

National Television Team, Neon Metin Media, Nigerian Movement for the Liberation of Western 



Sahara, Nomad SHRC, Norwegian Support Committee for Western Sahara, Observatoire des Médias 

Saharaouis pour documenter les violations des droits de l’homme, Observatorio Aragonés para el 

Sáhara Occidental, Observatorio Asturiano de Derechos Humanos para el Sáhara Occidental 

(OAPSO), Observatorio Saharaui por el Niño y la Mujer, Observatorio Saharaui de Protección del 

Niño, Observatorio Saharaui de Recursos Naturales, 1514 Oltre il muro, Organización Contra la 

Tortura en Dakhla, Organización Saharaui por la Defensa de las libertades y la dignidad, Pallasos en 

Rebeldía y Festiclown, Paz y Cooperación*, Plataforma de Mulheres em Acção*, Plataforma de 

Organizaciones Chile Mejor Sin TLC, Por un Sahara Libre, Proyecto Audiovisual: La Saharaui 

Colombiana, Resistencia Nacional Estudante de Timor-Leste (RENETIL), Right Livelihood 

Foundation*, Saharaui Unterstützungsverein Wien, Saharawi Advocacy Campaign, Sahrauische 

Diaspora in Deutschland, Saharawi Association for Persons with Disabilities in Western Sahara, 

Saharawi Association in the USA (SAUSA), Saharawi Campaign against the Plunder (SCAP), 

Saharawi Center for Media and Communication, Saharawi Media Team, Saharawi Voice, Sahrawis 

förening i Sverige, Salma e.V., Sandblast Arts, Schweizerisches Unterstützungskomitee für die 

Sahraouis Bern, Sindacato Español Comisiones Obrearas (CCOO), Solidariedade Galega col Pobo 

Saharaui (SOGAPS), Stichting Zelfbeschikking West-Sahara, Tayuch Amurio, terre des homme 

schweiz, The Collective of Saharawi Human Rights Defenders in Western Sahara (CODESA), The 

Icelandic Western Sahara Association, The Norwegian organization for justice and development, The 

Swedish Western Sahara Committee, TIRIS - Associazione di Solidarietà con il Popolo Saharawi, 

Uganda Solidarity Movement with Western Sahara, Ukrainian Association of Democratic Lawyers, 

UNAFRAID art publication; Unión de Asociaciones Solidarias con el Sáhara de Castilla y León, 

Union des Ingénieurs Sahraouis, Unión de Juristas Saharauis (UJS), Unión Nacional de Abogados 

Saharauis, Unión Nacional de Estudiantes de Saguia El Hamra y Rio de Oro (UESARIO), Unión 

Nacional de la Juventud de Saguia El Hamra y Rio de Oro (UJSARIO), Unión Nacional de Mujeres 

Saharauis (UNMS), Unión Nacional de Trabajadores de Saguia El Hamra y Rio de Oro (UGTSARIO), 

Unión de Periodistas y Escritores  Saharauis (UPES), US Western Sahara Foundation, VZW de 

Vereniging van de Sahrawi Gemeenschap in Belgie, Werken Rojo - Medio de comunicación digital, 

Western Sahara Resource Watch España (WSRW España), Western Sahara Times, World Barua 

Organization (WBO)*, World Peace Council*, ZEOK e.V. – Zentrum für europäische und 

orientalische Kultur from Leipzig. 

 

* NGOs enjoying UN-ECOSOC status 


